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In Ref. [3], my coauthor Michael Stumpf and I wrote that “The power law reported for

allometric scaling stands out as genuinely good” and reinforced this comment in the paper’s

figure. We also wrote that “... few people would dispute the reality of such a relationship.” I

have since learned that the “power law” in allometric scaling is in fact the subject of intense

debate. Please see the discussions in Refs. [1, 2] (and in references therein) for details.

Acknowledgements I thank Peter Dodds for helpful comments and for bringing Refs. [1, 2]

to my attention.
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